Statement On Reading And Phonics
Reading
We aim to help the children become readers for life by introducing them to the power
and pleasure of literature. Children are motivated to read when their classroom
environment provides access to a wide range of books, both fiction and non-fiction. The
emphasis will always be reading for understanding and the children will be taught to use
the full range of clueing strategies ie phonic, semantic, syntactic, graphic and prediction.
At all levels, children will be interacting with the text, during daily story time, whole
class shared reading and group reading. We use a range of reading books, including
Oxford Reading Tree, Phonics Bug, Story Worlds, Project X, real books and other
schemes. These are organised into Book Bands, ranging from Band 1 (Pink), to Band 12
(Grey). For children who are finding reading a little more challenging we use the
Dandelion Readers for individual support.
Starting in Year R and continuing through Years 1 and 2, the children take a book home
three times a week. The books taken home will usually be from the appropriate Book
Band. However, most classes also have a collection of books that are not banded, to
encourage free choice reading during the school day. These may sometimes be available
to take home.
Our library is well stocked with a range of fiction and non-fiction books, which the
children have constant access to.

Phonics
Phonics is all about sounds. There are 44 sounds in the English language, which are put
together to form words. Some are represented by one letter, like 't', and some by two
or more, like 'ck' in duck and 'air' in chair. Children are taught the sounds first, then
how to match them to letters, and finally how to use the letter sounds for reading and
spelling. Children are encouraged to segment the individual sounds in words, then blend
them to read words, based on the idea that children should sound out unknown words
and not rely on their context.
We cover the objectives from the 2014 National Curriculum, using the Letters and
Sounds phonics scheme for whole class teaching. Children who find phonics more
challenging will have small group phonics teaching using the Read, Write Inc scheme.
All children sit a Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 1 (in special
circumstances, some children may be exempt). This is a nationally produced check with
an ‘expected’ threshold. Children who do not reach the threshold in Year 1 receive
extra support in Year 2 and will be given the opportunity to resit the screening check
at the end of Year 2.

